
CALL FOR PAPERS
14th International Symposium on Fire Safety Science
Tsukuba, Japan • October 22 – 27, 2023

The International Association for Fire Safety 
Science (IAFSS) is delighted to announce that 
the 14th International Symposium on Fire Safety 
Science will be held from October 22 – 27, 2023 
in Tsukuba, Japan.

The IAFSS Symposium, organized triennially since 
1985, is the premier fire safety science meeting 
attracting researchers, students and fire protec-
tion engineers from across the globe. The five-day 
symposium will feature invited lectures from world 
leading fire researchers, parallel presentations of 
peer-reviewed papers, and poster sessions for re-
cent work. Symposium activities will be preceded 
by a series of weekend workshops. In addition to 
the technical sessions, numerous social activities 
are planned to provide informal meeting and net-
working opportunities for colleagues and friends. 

HOST VENUE
The conference will be held at the Epochal Tsuku-
ba International Congress Center.   Tsukuba, locat-
ed about 50 km from central Tokyo, is a city with 
an excellent combination of science and nature. 
Nearly 20,000 researchers engage in research ac-
tivities at about 300 public and private research 
organizations, including the Building Research In-
stitute (BRI) and the Japan Aerospace Exploration 
Agency (JAXA). Tsukuba International Congress 
Center serves as a core facility where researchers 
can meet and exchange ideas.

Mount Tsukuba is a popular destination for tour-
ists and is known for its double peaks. Hiking 
trails to the peaks begin from the ancient shrine 
at the foot of the mountain. A cable railway is also 
available to go to one of the peaks.

The Tsukuba Express is a railway line that con-
nects Tsukuba to the central Tokyo area. For ex-
ample, the trip from Tsukuba to Asakusa, a pop-
ular sightseeing spot, takes about 50 minutes by 
the Tsukuba Express.

 

RESEARCH OF INTEREST
Submissions are encouraged on, but not limited 
to, the following topics:

Material Flammability, Toxicity, and Related Test-
ing Methods (including fire retardants, small- and 
large-scale testing)

Fire Spread (including pyrolysis modeling, smol-
dering, ignition, and fire spread on solids)

Enclosure Fire Dynamics (including tunnel fires, 
compartment fires, and spill plumes)

Flame Dynamics (including fire induced flow, pool 
fires, flame heat transfer, and liquid fire spread)

Fire Suppression (including sprinklers, water mist, 
aerosols, and gaseous agents)

Structures in Fire (including structural responses 
to fires, e.g., steel, concrete, timber, etc.)

Wildland Fires and Other Large Outdoor Fires (in-
cluding WUI, urban fires, informal settlement fires)

Evacuation and Human Behavior (in building, wild-
land/WUI, and other outdoor fires)

Fire Risk Analysis and Fire Safety Design (includ-
ing performance-based design, fire detection, 
smoke control, and fire codes and standards)

Emerging Issues and Special Applications (in-
cluding explosions, industrial fires, fire forensics, 
AI and data driven models, environmental impacts 
of fire, sustainability, and battery safety)

tlfollow us on social media

https://www.epochal.or.jp/en/
https://www.epochal.or.jp/en/
https://twitter.com/iafss2023
https://www.linkedin.com/company/iafss2023


 PAPER SUBMISSION / REVIEW
Manuscripts up to 16 pages in length should be 
submitted in EasyChair under IAFSS2023 by Feb-
ruary 8, 2023 located here. All papers must be 
original work and must not have been submitted 
to another forum. A detailed paper style guide and 
template is available here.  

Submitted papers will be subject to three 
independent peer reviews. Papers will be 
accepted on the basis of their quality and 
originality. Accepted papers will be published in 
a special issue of Fire Safety Journal, the official 
IAFSS journal, conditional upon the successful 
completion of an additional review step and 
presentation at the Symposium. 

A Call for Posters and Call for Images will be is-
sued in late 2022. Posters may describe work-in-
progress or completed projects. Poster abstracts 
will be reviewed by the Program Committee.

FORMAT AND CONDUCT 
The organizing committee fully expects that this 
event will be held in-person at the venue in Tsuku-
ba, Japan.  There may be health safety require-
ments by the local venue related to COVID.  As the 
event gets closer, the organizing committee will 
communicate any COVID related requirements to 
all attendees.  

All attendees are expected to adhere to the IAFSS 
Code of Conduct.  IAFSS is dedicated to diversi-
ty, equity, and inclusion within its organization as 
well its sponsored symposium.  

Symposium Timeline
Full papers
February 8, 2023 Submission deadline for full papers
March 28, 2023 Reviews and request for rebuttals sent to authors
April 11, 2023 Author rebuttals due
May 8, 2023 Final paper selection decision sent to authors
June 10, 2023 Authors send revised papers to Fire Safety Journal

Posters and images
June 30, 2023 Submission deadline for poster abstracts and images
July 15, 2023 Authors notified of accept/reject decision for poster abstracts
July 15, 2023 Authors notified of accept/reject decision for images
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https://easychair.org/conferences/?conf=iafss2023
https://www.dropbox.com/s/4zfvhdc6nehl7ms/IAFSS2023_paper_template_v1.docx?dl=0


SYMPOSIUM COMMITTEE
IAFSS Chair:

•	 Dr. Brian Meacham, Meacham Associates, USA
Symposium Planning Co-Chairs:

•	 Professor N. Liu, University of Science and Technology 
of China, China 

•	 Professor A. Stec, University of Central Lancashire, UK
•	 Professor A. Trouvé, University of Maryland, USA

Local Organizing Committee 
•	 Professor R. Dobashi, University of Tokyo, Japan
•	 Professor K. Kuwana, Tokyo University of Science, 

Japan
•	 Professor Y. Nakamura, Toyohashi University of 

Technology, Japan
Program Scientific Co-Chairs

•	 Professor E. Kuligowski, RMIT University, Australia
•	 Dr Y. Wang, FM Global, USA

Program Communication Co-Chairs
•	 Professor G. Boustras, European University of Cyprus, 

Cyprus
•	 Professor B. Lattimer, Virginia Tech, USA
•	 Dr C. Maluk, Astute Fire, UK

Technology Committee Co-Chairs
•	 Professor X. Huang, The Hong Kong Polytechnic 

University, Hong Kong
•	 Professor N. Johansson, Lund University, Sweden
•	 Professor E. Weckman, University of Waterloo, Canada

Program Proceedings Co-Chairs
•	 Professor L. Bisby, University of Edinburgh, UK
•	 Professor B. Merci, Ghent University, Belgium

Posters Co-Chairs
•	 Professor N. Fernandez Anez, Western Norway 

University of Applied Sciences, Norway
•	 Professor A. Fuentes, Universidad Técnica Federico 

Santa María, Chile

Images Co-Chairs
•	 Professor K. Matsuyama, Tokyo University of Science, 

Japan
•	 Professor P. Reszka, Universidad Adolfo Ibanez, Chile 

Workshop Co-Chairs
•	 Professor D. Lange, University of Queensland, Australia
•	 Dr. S. Scott, Sandia National Lab, USA

•	 Dr. W. Węgrzyński, Building Research Institute, Poland
Diversity, Equity, and Inclusivity Co-Chairs

•	 Mrs. C. Devine, Stellenbosch University, South Africa
•	 Dr. J. Floyd, UL Fire Safety Research Institute, USA
•	 Professor R. Ono, Universidade de São Paulo, Brazil
•	 Dr. I. Vermesi, Bureau Veritas, UK

Early Career Co-Chairs
•	 Dr. B. Forrest, Waterloo University, Canada
•	 Professor J. Ji, University of Science and Technology 

of China, China
•	 Dr. F. Restuccia, Kings College London, UK

English Language Mentoring Chair
•	 Dr C. Wade, Building Research Association, New 

Zealand
Awards Co-Chairs

•	 Dr. T. Hakkarainen, VTT Technical Research Center, 
Finland

•	 Professor L. Hu, University of Science and Technology 
of China, China

•	 Professor A. Simeoni, Worcester Polytechnic Institute, 
USA

•	 Professor S. Stoliarov, University of Maryland, USA
•	 Professor T. Tanaka, Kyoto University, Japan
•	 Dr. H. Yoshioka, Building Research Institute, Japan
•	 Professor J. Wen, University of Warwick, UK

photo by Kumiko Shimizu



SYMPOSIUM COMMITTEE (CTD.)
Program Scientific Committee Members

•	 Professor S. Bourbigot, University of Lille, France
•	 Professor K. Cashell, Brunel University, UK
•	 Professor M. Gollner, University of California-

Berkeley, USA
•	 Professor A. Filkov, University of Melbourne, Australia
•	 Professor A. Fuentes, Universidad Técnica Federico 

Santa María, Chile
•	 Dr. R. Hadden, University of Edinburgh, UK
•	 Professor S. Hostikka, Aalto University, Finland
•	 Professor Y. Hu, University of Science and 

Technology of China, China
•	 Professor X. Huang, The Hong Kong Polytechnic 

University, Hong Kong
•	 Dr. H. Ingason, Research Institute of Sweden, Sweden
•	 Professor A. Jeffers, University of Michigan, USA
•	 Professor J. Ji, University of Science and Technology 

of China, China
•	 Professor E. Kuligowski, RMIT University, Australia
•	 Professor K. Kuwana, Tokoyo University of Science, 

Japan
•	 Professor D. Lange, University of Queensland, 

Australia

•	 Dr. S. McAllister, USDA Forest Service, USA
•	 Dr. R. McDermott, National Institute of Standards and 

Technology, USA
•	 Professor K. Moinuddin, Victoria University, Australia
•	 Professor R. Ono, Universidade de São Paulo, Brazil
•	 Professor P. Reszka, Universidad Adolfo Ibanez, Chile
•	 Professor P. Reszka, Universidad Adolfo Ibanez, Chile
•	 Professor T. Rogaume, University of Poitiers, France
•	 Professor E. Ronchi, Lund University, Sweden
•	 Professor A. Simeoni, Worcester Polytechnic 

Institute, USA
•	 Professor S. Stoliarov, University of Maryland, USA
•	 Professor A. Usmani, The Hong Kong Polytechnic 

University, Hong Kong
•	 Dr. Y. Wang, FM Global, USA
•	 Professor E. Weckman, University of Waterloo, 

Canada
•	 Dr. W. Węgrzyński, Building Research Institute, 

Poland
•	 Professor J. Wen, University of Warwick, UK
•	 Dr. Y. Xin, FM Global, USA
•	 Dr. D. Zeng, FM Global, USA
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